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HE ROAD to success is paved with
struggle. And who knows it better than the
government teachers posted at remote
villages in the country to teach children,
many of whom are first generation learners.

Subhash Yadav is a national award winning
teacher from Madhya Pradesh. But before that, he
worked as a daily wage labourer to make both the
ends meet as he lost his father when still a child. It
is that struggle that taught him the importance of
education and inspired him to become a teacher.

Presidential awardee Yadav has transformed
two remote village schools in Dhar district of MP
into vibrant spaces of learning.

Ramlal Jingar, a teacher from Barmer in
Rajasthan, lost his vision at the age of five, which
is when his father, a daily wage labourer, passed
away too. Despite obstacles, both physical and
financial, Jingar completed his studies and
became a teacher at a girls’ government school.
Apart from social sciences, he also teaches
music to the students and plays various musical
instruments.

Every evening Bhagwan Himmatrao Sadavarte,
after finishing his eight hours shift as a security
guard, gets ready to teach children of migrant
labourers. The young man, from Buldhana district,
Maharashtra, comes from a poor family, and
knows how an education can make a difference
to the lives of the children. He started the
Roofless School under a neem tree for children of
daily wage workers, four years ago.

Subhash Yadav, Ramlal Jingar and Bhagwan
Himmatrao Sadavarte have all gone beyond the
call of duty to impart education to children from
marginalised communities.

India’s largest rural media platform, Gaon
Connection is documenting stories of educators
from across the country, with a strong focus on
rural teachers, in its project, Teacher Connection.
Follow us, as we bring you face to face with
teachers who are bridging the education gap, one
child at a time.

Nidhi Jamwal

nidhi@gaonconnection.com
@JamwalNidhi
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TALES OF TEACHERS

“I'T IS NOTHING EXTRAORDINARY
THAT I'VE DONE”

— Presidential awardee Subhash Yadav

SATISH MALVIYA
MADHYA PRADESH

SUBHASH YADAV teachesat the Kag-
dipura village school in Dhar district,
Madhya Pradesh. A hard childhood
with no father, a paralysed mother
and days of working as a daily wage
labourer, notwithstanding, he fulfilled
his dream of becoming a teacher.

His first assignment was at Aali
village where he found the school in
sad disrepair, and the students com-
pletely unmotivated. Of the 65 stu-
dents who were enrolled, only about
15 came with any regularity.

Yadav cleaned up the classrooms,
made learning corners for each sub-
ject and soon there was light where
there had been darkness and damp
before. From 65 children the enroll-
ment went up to 350.

He did the same at Kagdipura vil-
lage, his next assignment. The school
premise was used to tie up cattle, dry
cow dung pats and no one was inter-
ested in learning. Yadav did what he
had done in Aali. He went that extra
mileto persuade parentstosend their

Subhash Yadav began a drive to meet the parents of the children, to raise
education awareness in the village. SATISH MALVIVA.

childrentothe now spruced up school
withbeautiful gardens, play areas and
bright classrooms. From 79 students
all herded into a single classroom,
now there are 350 students who now
have eight classrooms.

Subhash Yadav transformed der-
elict and non-functional classrooms
into bright, colourful and attractive

Lessons on menstrual hygiene
in a village school

AISHWARYA TRIPATHI
UTTAR PRADESH

FOR THREE years now government
school teacher Shringika Raohastak-
enpainsto educate her girl students
about periods, puberty, menstrual hy-
giene, and also good-touch-and-bad-
touch. These are the topics that are
often spokenin hushed tonesinrural
India and Rao is trying to empower
the village girls with information.

No subject is off limits with Rao
as she tells her students everything
fromthe physical changes theirbod-
ies are undergoing to how and with

It’s been three years since Shringika
Rao has been taking ‘exclusive’ classes
for the girl students of the school.

what they should wash and keep
their period clothes clean and hy-

spaces and now the children can't
wait to come to school

In 2017, the teacher was given the
President's Award for his outstanding
contributiontoeducation.ltisanhon-
our he wearslightly. “Thave done what
every teacher should do,’ said Yadav.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

gienic. She even includes the moth-
ers of the girls in her instructional
sessions about menstrual health.

“Most of the girls here use cloth in-
stead of sanitary pads. They also did
not know how to keep themselves
clean and the importance of chang-
ing the menstrual cloth frequently;
Rao, who teaches grade VI, VII, and
VIII students at the Brahmpur Upper
Primary School in Gorakhpur dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, said.

Meanwhile, the dedication and
commitment of the teacher at the
government school has led to a rise
in enrollment. “There were barely 20
students who would attend when I
firstjoined the school. Now there are
almost 70, Rao said.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l
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TALES OF TEACHERS

The teacher also insists the children go
back home and share what they learnt
with their parents. SUSHEN JADHAV

The ‘Roofless
School of 3
Security Guard

KOMAL JADHAV
MAHARASHTRA

BHAGWAN HIMMATRAO Sadavarte
is a security guard at a multistorey
apartment complex in Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar (formerly Aurangab-
ad), in Maharashtra. The 29-year-old
not only guards the families who live
inthiscomplexbutisalsosecuringthe
future of the children of daily wage la-
bourers and construction workers.

For the past four years, Sadavarte
hasbeen running a ‘Roofless School’
for them where classes are held un-
der a neem tree and the blackboard
hangs around the tree trunk.

Today, 74 children, both boys and
girls aged between five and ten years,
come there to learn. Sadavarte teach-
es them free of cost and also with his
ownmeagre earnings, buys them text-
books.Hetakes these classes dailybe-
tween 6 pm to 8 pm, and such is his
popularity that even those children
who gotoregularschoolshave started
joiningin.

Their classroom is under the big
blue sky and their blackboard is
hung around an old old neem tree.

Many ofthe childrenwhohad nev-
erheld apenorpencilintheirhands,
are now speaking, reading and writ-
ing English and doing Maths sums.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

A teacher spreads
mental health awareness
in rural hamlets

AMARPAL SINGH VERMA
RAJASTHAN

WHEN HE is not at school, Mahavir
Goswami, the principal of Bal Nav-
jeevan Senior Secondary School in
the small town of Sangaria, can be
seen walking around the bylanes of
villages and hamlets in Hanuman-
garh district of Rajasthan trying to
identify families that are struggling
with mental health issues or drug
abuse. He has met people chained up
like cattle in their own homes.

Organising health camps, helping
villagers connect with counsellors
and psychologists is not part of his
jobasaprincipal, but the 48-year-old
educator has gonebeyond the call of
duty to fight the growing problem of
mentalillness.

He is part of a mental health cam-
paignlaunchedbyaSingapore-based
senior psychiatrist who hails from
Hanumangarh. This unique cam-
paign, whichbegan in Hanumangarh
has now spread to other districts in
Rajasthan such as Churuy, Sri Gangan-

A visually challenged
teacher brings music
to his students

SALIM ATTAR, RAJASTHAN

RAMLAL JINGAR is 35 years old, vis-
ually challenged and a dedicated
teacher at the government school in
Padru village in Barmer district, Ra-
jasthan. An illness in childhood took
away his eyesight and since the death
ofhis fathersoon after,left hismother
tobring him and his siblings up.
Today,Jingarteaches social scienc-
es to students from classes eight to
ten. And, he also teaches them music
that he loves. He taught himself sever-
al musical instruments and he shares

For the past 12 years, Mahavir Goswami
has been selflessly and tirelessly
running a campaign to address issues
around mental health and drug abuse
among the villagers. AMARPAL SINGH VERMA.

agar and Bikaner. It is also making a
differencein Sirsain Haryana,and Sri
Muktsar Sahib and Faridkot districts
in Punjab.

Goswami co-ordinates and works
with a 200-strong team, and regularly
visitsvillages to spread awareness on
mental health issues.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

Ramlal Jingar
teaches Social
Science from
classes eight
to class 10.
SALIM ATTAR

his deep love for music with his stu-
dents. In his school, assemblies and
special days are all conducted under
his guidance and mentorship.

It was a struggle to get an educa-
tion, Jingar admits, but he did it and
even ran an STD booth for a while to
make ends meet before in 2008, he
appeared for the Rajasthan Public
Service Commission exam and was
selected.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il
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RESOURCE ROOM

HERE ARE SOME TOOLS, PACKAGES, MODULES AND LEARNINGS MATERIALS
THAT CAN HELP MAKE TEACHING AND LEARNING A JOYOUS EXPERIENCE.

STORYWEAVER

STORYWEAVERIS a digital reposi-
tory of multilingual stories for chil-
dren from Pratham Books. The aim
of StoryWeaver is to have every child
access an endless stream of storiesin
hermother tongue to read and enjoy.

StoryWeaver has over 53,000 sto-

ries in 335 languages. Its storybooks
are based on reading proficiency
rather than age. Its books are cate-
gorised across four Reading Levels.
StoryWeaver has separate categories
of stories for parents, educators and
children.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://storyweaver.org.in

April 2023 ©® www.gaonconnection.com @ 7



RESOURCE ROOM

ANIMATION + BOOK = ANIBOOK

ANIBOOKIS an initiative of Book-
Box whose mission is to make read-
ing fun and automatic for millions
of children in India and around the
world. BookBox produces AniBooks,
which arebasically simple animated
stories powered by same language
subtitling (SLS), a scientifically test-
ed and proven method forimproving
readingskillsand language learning.

‘AniBook’ or animated book is
meant to support early reading
and language skills. AniBooks flow
from a simple fact - children love to
watch cartoons. Thus, AniBooks are
animated stories for children, with
the narration appearing on-screen
as Same Language Subtitles (SLS).
Every word is highlighted in perfect
timing with the audio narration, thus
strengthening reading skills, auto-
matically and subconsciously.

BookBox has more than 500+ Ani-
Books in over 50+ languages.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://www.bookbox.com

IN CRISES,
WE PERSIST

AS THE world turned online, how
did teachers make learning acces-
sible? CEQUE (Centre for Equity
and Quality in Universal Education)

through its work with teachers has
come across many who made an
unprecedented difference to their
children’s lives — through their car-
ing and creativity.

Thishasbeen true more so during
the pandemic. Through the pandem-
ic, the more CEQUE interacted with
teachers, the more it felt that their sto-
ries needed to be recorded and told.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT

CEQUE has recently released its
publication — In Crises, We Persist:
How Teachers Made Learning Ac-
cessible in the Pandemic — which
is a collection of 15 inspiring stories
of teacher resilience and innova-
tion during the pandemic. The book,
available in English and Marathi,
is available for a free download on
CEQUE's website.

https://www.ceque.org/in-crises-we-persist

April 2023 ©® www.gaonconnection.com © 8


https://www.ceque.org/in-crises-we-persist

RURAL EDUCATION

A School in Baramulla uses
Online Tools to Educate

SYED SHADAB ALl
GILLANI, JAMMU AND KASHMIR

AN ONLINE integrated software
used for creating, delivering, track-
ing, and reporting educational cours-
es and outcomes, has improved the
impact of education in Government
Primary School in Sheikhpora vil-
lage in Kreeri tehsil of Baramulla, in
Jammu & Kashmir.

Irfan Ahmed Shah, a 33-year-old
teacher at this school, is leveraging
social media and technology to at-
tract more enrolments to the school.
He has created an official website for
the school that also has a YouTube
channel of its own.

The software can be used to sup-
port traditional face-to-face instruc-
tion, as well as blended/ hybrid and
distance learning environments.
The software made it simple for the
school to conduct online classes

SYED SHADAB ALI GILLANI

The project based learning methods, use of art in teaching and experiential
learning methods used in this school are helping students develop better.

during the COVID-19 lockdown. The
children had no trouble attending
lectures and completing and sub-

mitting assignments online.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I

Libraries of Opportunities in Bihar

The community library in Singheshwar, Bihar was launched by Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on February 10 this year. RAHUL JHA.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

RAHUL KUMAR GAURAV
BIHAR

LIBRARIES ARE sprouting up across
rural Bihar. There are community li-
braries functioning in 45 blocks in
Bihar, and Jeevika, an initiative of
the state government, is working
towards setting up libraries in 100
blocks across 32 districts in the state.

The Singheshwar library in Mad-
hepura district provides a comfort-
able space where people can read
newspapers, magazines and books.
There are also facilities for online
classes forstudents. It was launched
by Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
February 10 this year.

Besides community libraries,
skill development centres have also
come up in several districts. So far,
about three million young people in
the state have benefitted from the
skill development programme.

April 2023 © www.gaonconnection.com © 9



RURAL EDUCATION

A SCHOOL THAT
QUESTIONS GENDER
STEREQTYPES

The school uses the government’s
NCERT books in its curriculum.

AISHWARYA TRIPATHI

For the artist
and author, his
village culture

is a source of
great inspiration.
He set up an

arts and culture
centre at Nanpur
25 years ago.
ASHIS SENAPATI.

ANANTMOOLISagenderlessschool For the Love Of Art and
Nanpur Village

trying tobreak thebinary concepts of
genderin children at the foundation-
allevel This rural schoolis located in
Nontaravillage of Jamui district in Bi-
harand caters to tribal children.

The students are made to ques-
tion gender stereotypes at each
step, from the games they play and
the clothestheyweartothe sentenc-
estheyencounterintheirtextbooks.
Slowly and steadily, the gender-de-
fined concepts of society are fading
here.Many students trek through for-
ests to come to study here.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

ASHIS SENAPATI, obpisHA

NOTED ARTIST and writer Praful-
la Mohanti has kept his village in
Odisha alive through his paintings
and books. The 87-year-old, British
citizen, has set up an art and culture
centre in hisvillage Nanpurin Jajpur
district where he teaches art to vil-
lage children.

The 87-year-old writer, artist and
urban planner, who was born in the

A teacher’s Innovations Increases
enrolment of tribal kids

The classrooms are impeccable, there are clean bathrooms and a grand
dining hall for the students. The students in the school are taught in both

English and Hindi. BRIJENDRA DUBEY

picturesque Nanpur village, lives in
London, but spends time between
November and March in his village
in Jajpur district of Odisha.
Mohanty setup an artsand culture
centre at Nanpur 25 years ago. He has
been trying to revive the dying arts
of wandering minstrels, story tellers,
puppeteers, and other arts and crafts
through the centre in Nanpur.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

BRIJENDRA DUBEY
UTTAR PRADESH

SMART CLASSES are bringing
about an attitudinal change towards
education in the tribal dominated
Kakrad village in Mirzapur, Uttar
Pradesh. Rajendra Singh, a teacher,
came to the Composite Vidyalaya in
2007 and began its transformation.

The teacher’s approach of using
projector, videos and other visual
medium of teaching has reduced
absenteeism and transformed the
learning environment in the village
school. Children are shown educa-
tional films to keep them engaged.

The student strength has jumped
from 77 in 2007 to 226 children in
middle school and 271 in the prima-
1y section.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

April 2023 ©® www.gaonconnection.com
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DEAR DIARY

Siddharth Kumar Mishra

IGAVE up alucrative job in South Korea to comeback
hometoteach studentsback home.Iam alsoworking
on spreading awareness about cancer in rural India
After completing a
Bachelors of Science in
Biology, I did a Masters
in Biochemistry and fol-
lowed that up with a PhD
in Biochemistry. I was a
research associate atthe
GB Pant Hospital in Del-
hi, where I researched
liver cancer.Ihad the op-
portunity to work at the
National Cancer Cen-
tre, Gachon University
in South Korea and do
post-doctoral research
there on stomach and
intestinal cancer.
While I was in South
Korea, I realised why
everyyoung personwant-
ed to go abroad to study, because there are generous
grants, nobureaucracy and active cooperation from the
institutes of study there. But, I decided to come home
and serve my country and its people.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [

Rakesh Vishwakarma

WHEN I was posted to the Civilian Model Upper Pri-
mary School in Sainaya Jat village in Rampur district
of Uttar Pradesh, I found the children there were not
interested at allinlearning. They would often not turn
up at school at all.

Once when Iwentlooking for my missing students,
I found them in a field of peas. They were helping out
with the harvest.I struck a deal with them. I promised
to pick peas with them on Sundays if they came to
class the rest of the week. This was the beginning of
a sweet friendship that saw the children returning to
class. Today, there are nearly 300 children in the school.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

Neetu Singh

IHAVE been a teacher for 20
years. I am the only teacher
for the 115 students enrolled
in my primary school Jaybal
Vidyalaya in Bharthua vil-
lage in Aligarh district, Uttar
Pradesh.
The children are all from
economically struggling
families and they pay only Rs 100 a month as fees.
The students of the school sit on durries made out of
stitched-together cementbags. I have myself stitched
those bags so that my students do not have to sit on
the bare ground.

It is a struggle to run the school, but I am deter-
mined to do all I can to keep it running. Some of my
former students are in the police, in banks etc., and I
am thrilled about their success.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

Reena Srivastava

IWAS very weak in my stud-
ies during my primary edu-
cationand was also the most
pampered child in the fam-
ily. I slowly started getting
interested in studies when
I took admission in Begum
Kher Inter College for inter-
mediate.

The fact that I struggled with mathematics per-
haps motivated me to overcome my fear of numbers.I
persevered long enough to conquer that fearand com-
plete a PhD. Now I teach maths to students.

In my free time, I also teach children from hum-
ble backgrounds any subject they need help in. Who
knows, there may be someone there like me who can
overcome fear of studying a subject and become a
master at it.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY/ INCIDENT TO SHARE,
WHATSAPP US AT 95656-11118
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