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To Sir and Ma’am,
With Love

ISIT ANY village in the country, even in the
remotest corner, and you are likely to find
a shala, a primary school. That is why it
comes as no surprise that India’s teaching
workforce is among the largest in the world.

Nearly 9.7 million primary and secondary school
teachers form the backbone of our education
system, which has 1.5 million schools and 248
million students enrolled from Grade 1 to Grade 12!

These data are documented in No Teacher,

No Class: State of the Education Report for India
2021 published by UNESCOQO. The report goes on to
note that 84 per cent of the schools are located in
rural areas. About 69 per cent of the schools in the
country are run by various state governments that
employ about 51 per cent of the teaching workforce.

Looking at the massive scale of our teaching
workforce and their reach in the deepest
pockets of the country, it would only be fitting to
recognise teachers as frontline workers who are
silently involved in the task of nation building.

Globally, the role of teachers has been
recognised by the United Nations in the 17 SDGs
(Sustainable Development Goals). Goal 4 reads:
‘Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

Gaon Connection has launched its longterm
project, Teacher Connection, to document
stories of teachers, enhance their capacities and
strengthen the education sector. This newsletter is
a small part of that effort. We seek your support to
make Teacher Connection a successful campaign.

Nidhi Jamwal

nidhi@gaonconnection.com
@JamwalNidhi
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TALES OF TEACHERS

When The Teacher
Comes Calling

Om Prakash Singh (below), a 44-year-old teacher is putting untiring effort to
engage with the parents of the children to increase their enrolment in Kharawan
Primary English School. PAVAN KUMAR MAURYA

HEN THE students and

his colleagues break for

lunch, Omprakash Singh

sits with the attendance

register to call up parents of those

students who have skipped classes

for more than two days. A teacher of

Kharawan Primary English School in

Varanasi district, Uttar Pradesh, he

doesn’t think twice before visiting

the houses of students who are fre-

quently absent. He counsels the par-

entsontheneed forregularly sending

their children to school and the im-

portance of parents taking an inter-
est in their kids’ education.

His strategy has paid off as absen-

teeism has dropped and enrolment
have gone up. It is his untiring effort
to engage with the parents of the
children that has resulted in the stu-
dent strength jumping from 200 stu-
dents in 2020 to 428 students now.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

Banabihari Das retired in 1999, still
teaches at the school in Kendrapara
district, Odisha where he began
teaching in 1964. ASHIS SENAPATI

The Evergreen
‘Bana Sir’

AGE IS no deterrent to Banabihari
Das, the 84-year-old teacher in Ken-
drapara, Odisha, who continues to
imparteducation at the same village
school after retirement in 1999, free
of cost. The octogenarian said that
he plans to teach till he turns 100!

BanabihariDashasbeenteaching
atKakharuniUpgraded Government
Upper Primary School in Pattamun-
daiblock since 1964.

Many current teachers of the
school were once Bana Sir’s pupils.
Ashok Kumar Parida is one of them
who isnowteachingatthe school. "He
is alegend and has taught hundreds
of students in his career spanning 60
years,’ Parida said. “In his dhoti and
shirt, he is a picture of enthusiasm
as he starts teaching Odia literature,
English or Mathematics,’ he added.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il

A Govt School Teacher Tackles Child Trafficking

DURGARAM MUVAL, a teacher in
the government primary school, in
Pargiyapada village, Rajasthan has
found himself in the role of a saviour
as he has swooped in and rescued
400 children in and around the area
from the clutches of child traffick-
ers.Muval joined the school in March
2008.Barely amonth into his new ap-
pointment, he stumbled upon some-
thing disturbing. He learnt that chil-
dren from the villages in the area
were being trafficked to Gujarat,

AMARPAL SINGH VERMA

Muval’s efforts have resulted in
increased enrolment in the schools in
neighbouring villages too.

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh etc,,
towork in farms, hotels and factories
there.

Muval has rescued over 400 chil-
dren by keeping an eye on suspi-
cious people and conducting timely
rescue operations. On April 10,2022,
Muval and his team rescued 25 girls
from Bagpur village who were about
to be abducted by a woman and her
accomplices.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i
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TALES OF TEACHERS

A Tourist from Bengaluru Sets Up
A School in Turtuk Village, Ladakh

Sarah Shah (right) moved from Bengaluru to Turtuk, a northernmost village of India, which is approximately 2.5 kilometers
(kms) from the Line of Control and situated in the Leh district of the Nubra valley, posing both excitement and challenges.

CONVERSATION WITH a
cab driver, while she was on
aholidaytoLadakh,became
acatalyst foralife-changing
decision for Sarah Shah. In 2015, the
2b5-year-old from Bengaluru in Kar-
nataka learnt of a village called Tur-
tuk in Nubra tehsil of Leh district, in
mountainous Ladakh. The cab driver
told Shah how it was a really back-
ward village and how children there
had no access to quality educators.

The ‘Seasonal
Teachers’ of
Kashmir

SHAHEENA AKHTAR, Mubarak
Hussain Bajard and Moomin Ahmad
Khan are ‘Seasonal Teachers’ who
brave snow, dense forest and wild
animals to teach children of no-
madic tribes in J&K. There are 1,500
teachers like them who teach over

By the time she returned home to
Bengaluru from that trip, she had de-
cided she wanted to be a teacher in
Turtuk village.

Six months later, in January
2016, after many conversations
with a member of the village edu-
cation committee, Shah travelled
more than 3,000 kilometres away
from her home in Bengaluru and
reached Turtuk to take part in a
winter tuition programme run by

J&K’s seasonal educational volunteers
travel to remote areas to teach
nomadic Gujjar and Bakarwal children
and maintain the state’s ‘seasonal
education centres. MUDASSIR KULOO

the panchayat for schools in the vi-
cinity. From 2016 till 2019, Shah vol-
untarily taught students in govern-
ment and public schools in Turtuk,
Zanskar, Kargil of Ladakh, and also
in Kashmir valley.

In 2020, she founded the Turtuk
Valley School, which started with 25
kids and has now 140 students up to
7th standard.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I

33,000 children between April and
September at seasonal centres set
up by the government.

Many of these educational volun-
teers go beyond the call of duty and
continue to teach these children dur-
ing the winters too, absolutely free of
cost.Forsixmonths oftheyearthey get
paid Rs 10000 a month. But, it is their
commitment, investmentand dedica-
tion that offer hope forthe children of
the nomadic communities who oth-
erwise have very little going for them.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I
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RESOURCE ROOM

HERE ARE SOME TOOLS, PACKAGES, MODULES AND LEARNINGS MATERIALS
THAT CAN HELP MAKE TEACHING AND LEARNING A JOYOUS EXPERIENCE.

A Treasure Trove of Stories

S PART of its Kahaniyaan
hi Kahaniyaan campaign,
Pratham has created a
‘Special Pack’that contains
an interesting assortment of stories
from states across India. These sto-
ries have not only been written and

illustrated by writers and illustra-
tors but also by children, govern-
ment officials, teachers and folk
artists.

These stories are from different
states of the country including Bihar,
Bengal, Tripura, Assam, Punjab, Hi-

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT

machal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
From little kids to grown-ups, these
stories are sure to entertain us all. So
go on, click here, and read these sto-
ries, narrate them to your studentsto
beimmersed in aworld full of colour-
ful pictures and imagination.

https://prathamyouthnet.org/story/index.php

Thodi SI Masti,
Thodi Padal

“THODI SI Masti Thodi Padai’ is an
audio podcast, which is an educa-
tion medium incorporating stories
and fun elements to engage chil-
dren. There are a total of 97 podcast
episodes in Hindi.

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THESE
PODCASTSHERE.

Il CLICK HERE TO LISTEN [l
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RESOURCE ROOM

FOR INDIAN TEACHERS TO SHARE INNOVATIVE
TEACHING PRACTICES VIA VIDEOS AND DISCUSSIONS

EACHER PAGES by CEQUE
(Centre for Equity and Qual-
ity Universal Education) is a
repository of best classroom
teaching practices, by teachers, for
teachers. TeacherPages helpsteach-
ers and school leaders learn from

Toys, Games,

JAADUI PITARA has been developed
ascontentthatisneededinanyschool
for the foundational stage. It has toys,
games, puzzles, puppets, posters,
flashcards, story cards, playbooks for
students,and handbooks forteachers.
The teaching material was launched
by the Ministry of Education.

Jaadui Pitara can be accessed on
the Diksha application digitally. En-
visaged as a child-centric, innovative,
toy-based learning experience that
will strengthen conceptual under-
standing amongst the learners aged
3-8years, the “Jaadui Pitara” hasbeen
designed on the motto of “learning
through play”’,as envisaged in the new
National Education Policy (NEP).

the best teaching practices of their
peers, and adapt and use them in
their schools and classrooms.
Filmed live in the classrooms of
teachers, the repository comprises
short high-quality lesson videos. The
videos are primarily in Marathi and

are subtitled in English and Hindi.
Each video showcases a micro-les-
son with the teacher explaining
what, why and how she has taught
her lesson. The repository is housed
on the Teacher Pages Youtube chan-
nel, as free, open source content.

Puzzles, Puppets and more

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://diksha.gov.in/jadoo/index.html
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RURAL EDUCATION

An initiative to strengthen maths and science education in the government schools was launched in 2017 by the government
of Himachal Pradesh in collaboration with Wipro Foundation and came to be known as DrishtiCONE. RAJA MUZAFFAR BHAT

Aavishkaar helps fall in love
with maths and science

AVISHKAAR, A non-profit
organisation in Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh, reima-
gines teaching and learn-
ing and trains rural women to be-
come innovative teachers in maths
and science. The organisation offers
fellowship programmes for young
teacherswhowanttobring achange
inthe way government schools work.

RURAL
LIBRARIES
OF BIHAR

The libraries are not just for collection
of books; they have evolved into
centers of education and development
for numerous children. Young visitors
to libraries have started to engage in
questioning, debating, and conversing
about the global challenges. RAHUL JHA

Set up in 2014, it uses innovative
teaching methods and pedagogies
to teach science and mathematics.
The institution works with both ed-
ucators and students to reimagine
teaching and learning.

It conducts capacity building
programmes for educators through
workshops, and also offers residen-
tial camps for students to stimulate

their curiosity, creativity and crit-
ical thinking in science and math-
ematics. More than 8,000 govern-
ment school teachers in Himachal
Pradesh have been trained by Aav-
ishkaar in association with Wipro
Foundation during the last three to
fouryears.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

KNOWN AS the most backward and
poor district of Bihar, Kishanganj is
coming out of the shadows as a li-
brary movement takes shape that
holds great promise for the many un-
derprivileged rural children. Saquib
Ahmed’s Seemanchal Library Foun-
dation has set up three rural libraries
in the district that are daily visited
by 200 children, many of whom have
neverbeentoschool. Thelibraries are
not just for collection of books. They
have alsobecome centres of learning
and training for many of the children.
The mission of these rural libraries is
tospreadliteracy and love forreading.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i
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RURAL EDUCATION

‘JEEVAN SHALA’
FOR TRIBAL CHILDREN

The Narmada Nav Nirman Abhiyan, a Mumbai-based trust that supports and rehabilitates communities displaced by the
construction of the Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat, financially supports and administers four Jeevan Shalas operating in the
Nandurbar district of Maharashtra. sATisHMALVIVA

ANDURBARIS amongst Ma-

harashtra’s least developed

districts. A large chunk of

the Bhil tribal population
migrates seasonally to work as farm
labourers. The children are left be-
hind in the villages, in the care of
Jeevan Shalas, where teachers edu-
cate them and take care of their oth-
erneeds. All these Jeevan Shalas are
funded and managed by the Narma-
da Nav Nirman Abhiyan —a Mum-
bai-based trust which works for the
rehabilitation and support of com-

These tribal children studying at
Jeevan Shalas have managed to script
success despite many odds.

munities displaced by construction
of the Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat.

Theseschoolsarealsoheld atnight
toeducate the adivasichildren whose
parentsleave thembehind when they
migrate fora couple of monthstowork
as sugarcane cutters in other districts
of Maharashtra and Gujarat. Thirty
years ago, only three adivasi people in
Danel village could read or write Mar-
athi. Today, many tribal kids are stud-
ying at these Jeevan Shalas.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I
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DEAR DIARY

Pawan Kumar Mishra

IT WAS the spring of 2019 and the
last working day before school
closed for Holi so my young son
also accompanied me to school
that day. While playing Holi, my son
and my favourite student, Anurag
Singh,had a
fight, and my
son pushed
Anuragwho
gotinjured. In
no time, both
my son and
my favourite
student stood
before me. For
the first time
in my career
as ateacher,
I called for a stick. Iwas going to
use it to teach my son a lesson. But,
Anuraglooked into my eyes and
said: “You never hit your students.
You always explain things to us with
love. Lalla is the youngest amongst
us then why do you want to hit him?
You can explain to him with love”
The cane fell from my hands.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il

Lalita Singh

IAMateacherata
private school in
Belhara town in
Barabanki district,
Uttar Pradesh. Five
years ago, Princey
joined my class. She
was tearful and dis-
liked school. Princey had lost her fa-
ther early and her mother, employed
at an anganwadi, had brought her
up. Princey was afraid of everything.
Itook her out on daily walks,
bought her something to eat and
gradually she shed her inhibitions.
Today, Princey is one of the bright-
est student in her class and exudes
confidence.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [

Akhilesh Kumar Mishra

DUE TO economic reasons, my
Class 11 student Ramesh Chan-

dra Yadav was about to drop out of
school. His father, who was a farmer
in Akbarpur (Uttar Pradesh), de-
cided to send him off to his uncle’s
in Mumbai. The uncle had a dairy
business in Mumbai. Ramesh came
to me and told me that he wanted to
join the armed forces.I advised him
tojoin the National Cadet Corps
(NCC), and start earning some mon-
ey by giving tuitions to other chil-
dren in hislocality. Ramesh is now
in the Indian Army, and whenever
he comes home, he makes it a point
tomeet me.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

Himanshu Verma

JANUARY 25, 2018.
Preparations were
underway for the
Republic Day cel-
ebrations at our
schoolin Lakoda
village in Baraban-
ki, Uttar Pradesh.
It was my first year as a teacher.
Seven-year-old Shraddha Singh
asked me for a poem for Republic
Day.I handed her a short poem but
Sraddha wanted something longer
torecite. I handed her a two-page
speech, doubtful if she could pull it
off the following day. To my amaze-
ment, Shraddha spoke fluently and
got arousing applause.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [

Vivek Bhushan Trivedi

THISIS the story of my father Vivek
Bhushan Trivedi, who, till his death
in 2017, remained popular as ‘fauji
teacher in the village as he taught
hundreds of children from the vil-
lage, many of whom are doing great
in life. When
my father had
justreached
adulthood, he
left the house
without in-
forming any-
body.

Almost six
months later,
aletterwas
posted to my
house by my
mother who wrote to inform me
that he was receiving army training
at Jabalpurin Madhya Pradesh.
He had joined the army for the
country and also fought the In-
do-Pak war of 1971. Post his retire-
ment, he continued to teach village
children till hislastbreath as
‘faujiteacher.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

Satyabhama Devi

IN 1974,Iwas a gov-
ernment primary
school teacher in
Kathigravillage in
Sitapur district, Ut-
tar Pradesh. There
were two deep
ponds there, strictly
off limits for the students. One day,
Ioverheard two students whisper-
ing agitatedly. My worst fears were
confirmed. A child had fallen into
the pond.Ijumped into the pond,
and after a struggle, pulled the child
out. By then the entire village had
turned up and I will never forget the
tears of gratitude in the eyes of the
father of the child.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY/ INCIDENT TO SHARE,

WHATSAPP US AT 95656-11118
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