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CELEBRATING TEACHERS EVERY DAY

Teachers in rural India are leaving no stone unturned to spread education
and knowledge digitally in remote parts of the country






CONTENTS

MANAGING EDITOR

MAY 2023

Lead Story

Tales of Teachers 8-9

Resource Room 10-11

Rural Education 12-13

Dear Diary 14
ATHIOT 5 15-16
frarel i ST 17
dR—IRDIY 18

GAON CONNECTION

FOUNDED IN 2012 TO STRENGTHEN
THE VOICE OF RURAL INDIA

Founder: Neelesh Misra
Managing Editor: Nidhi Jamwal
Consulting Editor: Sarvesh Tiwari
Editorial Consultant:

Pankaja Srinivasan

Senior Reporter: Divendra Singh
Design: Emkay

Email: connect@gaonconnection.com
WhatsApp: +91- 95656 - 11118

T WAS during Gaon Cafe, a LIVE show on Gaon
Connection’s YouTube channel, Vimalwani
Dubey, a teacher from a primary school,
mentioned she had her own YouTube channel.

I was taken aback. A rural teacher in a village
in Mandsaur district of Madhya Pradesh who is
a YouTuber? In the course of our conversation, I
learnt that she regularly uploads educational and
informative videos on her YouTube channel, which
are popular with village children and their parents,
many of whom are farmers or daily wage workers!

Dubey said that the majority of the videos on
her YouTube channel were shot and recorded by
her students who studied in class 1-5!

Digital India in the real sense, isn't it?

Dubey is not the lone example of a teacher who
is also a YouTuber. As part of Teacher Connection,
a longterm project by Gaon Connection launched
earlier this year, we have come across many
teachers from village schools who have their own
YouTube channels.

Science experiments, mathematical hacks,

DIY activities, magic shows, street plays, and
more — these rural teachers are leaving no stone
unturned to spread education and knowledge
digitally in remote parts of the country.

The COVID-19 pandemic further encouraged
many of these teachers to build their YouTube
channels so that the digital divide between rural
and urban children was bridged.

In this issue of the e-magazine, we introduce you
to some of these rural teachers. For instance, Anjali
Tomar, an assistant teacher at Primary School
Alawalpur in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh (UP), live streams
classroom sessions on her YouTube channel.

Assistant teacher Shivani Singh’s YouTube
channel has helped her strengthen the bond with
the parents of her students.

These rural educators, who are also YouTubers,
work in the most challenging situations with
minimal resources. But that has not stopped
them from adopting modern means of imparting
education. In fact the lack of resources has
pushed them into innovating. Their YouTube
channels are an example of that.

Nidhi Jamwal

nidhi@gaonconnection.com
@JamwalNidhi
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LEAD STORY

YOUTUBER
RURAL EDUCATORS

Buoyed by Digital India, young
teachersinrural government
schoolsare using tech to
further the educationgoals

tech savvy and digital comrades in the ed-

ucation space. They have their own You-
Tuber channels through which they are spreading
the joy of learning.

Sanjeev Sharma enjoyed a celebrity moment
when he got offthe train at Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
"A woman asked for a selfie with me. I asked her
who she was and the response made me feel elat-
ed,” the 45-year-old teacher said. She was a ‘fan’who
followed Sharma’s YouTube channel.

AON CONNECTION introduces you to ru-
ral government school teachers who are
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On a railway station,

SANJEEV SHARMA, HEADMASTER

Be it a 100 Days of Reading Cam-
paign’ or 'NIPUN Vaarta, Sharma has
been experimenting with his chan-
nel and treats it like an archive for
future generations.

Sharma is a principal at the upper
Primary School Rajmargpur,
Aligarh, UP. Visit his YouTube
channel

(©24:0)

Rakhi Agarwal has devised a new
way to keep her third-graders en-
gaged and motivated to perform
better in the class. “I announce that
whoever does the best activity, I will
record their video on YouTube,” she
said. And the results are promising,

“The children are so keen that
they check with me every day about
the comments, likes and subscribers
of our YouTube channel;’ the teacher
laughed.

Her digital revolution is allowing
her students to be up-to-date with
education-related things.

Agarwalis an assistant teacher
at the Composite School Janaita,
Sambhal, UP. Visit her YouTube
channel

a woman
reached out asking for a selfie with
me. I asked her who she was and the
response made me feel elated”

check with

€O

Same old styles of
teaching don’t work.
Magic shows on my

channel are very

popular amongst
students”

AWADESH PANDEY,
HEADMASTER

(G22-0]

Awadhesh Pandey is passion-
ate about using magic shows on his
YouTube channel. The quality of ed-
ucation in his school and student'’s

co

The children are so keen that they

me every day about the

comment, likes and subscribers of
our YouTube channel”

RAKHI AGRAWAL, ASSISTANT TEACHER

interest in studies have improved
multifold ever since helaunched the
channel.

“Students want the teachers to
come up with new ways of teaching
them. Magic shows are very popular
amongst students,’ Pandey said.

Pandey is the headmaster of the
Upper Primary School, Karpiya,
Barabanki, UP. Visit his YouTube
channel

(G240

Vipin Upadhyay’s YouTube chan-
nel is a space for cross-region learn-
ing and at the same time making his
students camera-savvy.

“Thave told them that the mobile
must be held horizontally, and it
should notbetitled,” said the teacher.
His students have turned into video-
grapherswho are oftenbehind a mo-
bile’s camera recording his lessons
as heteachesthem.

Upadhyay is an assistant teacher
at the Primary School Amkheda,
Jalaun, UP. Visit his YouTube
channel

(€249
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LEAD STORY
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[ have informed them
that the mobile must be
held horizontally, no
tilting at any angle”

VIPIN UPADHYAY,
ASSISTANT TEACHER

Shivani Singh's attempt to create
aYouTube channelisto showawider
audience, what is unfolding in rural
hinterlands. Involvement of the par-
ents in her digital ride, worked won-
ders in strengthening her bond with
them.

“Theytellmethatitisthetrustthey
have in me, that they continue send-
ing their wards to the school. That is
what I have earned,’ said Singh.

Singhis an assistant teacherat
the primary school in Gangapur,
Mirzapur, UP. Visit her YouTube
channel

3

Vaibhav Chaudhary is interested
in technology and his passion for
video editing led to the launch of his
YouTube channel.

“Apart from students and teach-
ers, parents and guardians also
watchmy YouTubechannel Ithelps
them keep a tab on what and how
their child learns,” said Chaudhary.

Chaudhary is an assistant teacher
at the Primary School Kasampur
Veeru Khalsa in Bijnor, UP. Visit his
YouTube channel is

(€24:9)

Anjali Tomarvideos demonstrate

co

The parents tell me that
they continue sending
their wards to the school
because they trust me”

SHIVANI SINGH,
ASSISTANT TEACHER

€O

My YouTube channel
helps parents monitor
their child’s education.”

VAIBHAV CHAUDHARY,
ASSISTANT TEACHER

innovative teaching techniques
and she primarily focuses on live
streaming and recording classroom
sessions.

“Thebiggest advantage of my You-
Tube channelisthat ithasbecomea
digital archive of my classroom inno-
vations and experiments,” she said.

Tomaris an assistant teacherat
Primary School Alawalpur in Ballia,
UP. Visit her YouTube channel

(€2420)

Rakesh Vishwakarmabelievesthat

co

‘The comments section
on my YouTube channel
enables me to engage
with a wider audience”

RAKESH VISHWAKARMA,
ASSISTANT TEACHER

co

My You'Tube channel
is a digital archive of
classroom innovations”

ANJALI TOMAR,
ASSISTANT TEACHER

constant engagement with the view-
ersinthe comment section of his You-
Tube channel is something that in-
creases his expanse as ateacher.

“I keep the notifications on the
comment section of my channel
and Itryto reply to the queries of the
students as well as the teachers as
promptly as I can. It helps me build
a community of learners and teach-
ers; he said.

Vishwakarma is an assistant
teacher at Model Composite
School in Sanaiya Jatt, Rampur, UP.
Visit his YouTube channel

May 2023 ® www.gaonconnection.com © 7



TALES OF TEACHERS

Sultana uses innovative teaching techniques, including using waste materials, to engage her students.sADAF SHABIR

CREATING HAPPY MEMORIES

SADAF SHABIR
SRINAGAR (J&K)

ROOHI SULTANA sits surrounded by
excited children and scraps of shiny
paper, discarded bottle caps, cartons
and bits and bobs including seeds
and fruit peel.

Nanak Chand has also written and
published five books including a
collection of poetry in Hindi, a book on
1,000 dohas in Mewati language, and a
collection of ghazals. RAJESH KHANDELWAL

The national-award-winning
teacher from Tailbal, Srinagar, teach-
es art, craft and communication
skillsto students from Kindergarten
to class five. Her mission is to make
learning fun and creative, something
it was not when she was growing up.

“They are the future, and I be-

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

lieve if they are happy they canlearn
things faster and can remember
them for a lifetime. I am helping my
students make childhood memories
that will remain with them always,’
she said. “It's totally zero investment
education where my focus is on cog-
nitive development,” she added.

Bringing glory to the
Mewati language

RAJESH KHANDELWAL
BHARATPUR, RAJASTHAN

NANAK CHAND Sharma Navin, a
government school principal is also
a published author, poet and musi-
cian.His compositions are in the Me-
watilanguage and his melodies and
verses promote harmony, increase
public awareness about contempo-
rary issues and keep the language
alive.

His students at the State Higher
Secondary School in Pipalkheda,

Bharatpur district sing his composi-
tions in state events, and they are so
well received by the public that Ra-
jasthan’s information and public re-
lations department has actively pro-
moted these songs.

Nanak Chand hasbeen honoured
by the district administration for
his contributions towards raising
awareness about schemes and ini-
tiatives of the government and the
education department.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il
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TALES OF TEACHERS

Keeping students rooted in culture and tradition

SAYANTANI DEB
GUWAHATI, ASSAM

THE STUDENTS of Meenakshi
Goswami, who is the principal of
Chandranath SarmaHigher Second-
ary School in Pithakhowa village of
Sonitpur district, Assam, come from
several tribes in the state. She pro-
videsthem thebest of education and
at the same time ensures that they
remain rooted in their culture and
tradition.

Goswami also broke a 58-year-old
tradition of the village school which
had only boys till 2017, when she
opened up admissions for girls too.

She has created a student welfare
fund to which every teacher contrib-
utes. This fund is used to provide
medical support to the students and
their parents if required, sponsoring
them for higher education, besides
giving them stationery, uniforms, etc.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il

Goswami was conferred with the National Teacher Award on Teachers Day 2022

The teacher who teaches young
girls to never walk in fear

RAJESH KHANDELWAL
RAJASTHAN

RAJESH KHANDELWAL

Over the years Suman has trained about 30,000 girls in self-defence.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

IN 2015, something horrific hap-
pened in Kishangarh Bas, in Alwar
district, that shook up Asha Suman,
ateacheratthe GovernmentPrimary
School, Delhi Wale Rajputo KiDhani.
A girl was raped in a nearby village.
The immediate consequence was
that parents just stopped sending
their daughters to school.

Suman decided to train village
girls in self defence and has, so far,
trained more than 30,000 girls in-
cluding 300 visually impaired and
speech and hearing impaired ones,
and women constables.

She visits schools, organises
camps and holds free self-defence
workshops for the girls. Nearly 8000
teachersacross 24 states in the coun-
tryhave learnt fromheronline as well.

May 2023 ® www.gaonconnection.com © 9



RESOURCE ROOM

ARE YOU A TEACHER AND AN EDUCATOR? DO YOU WORK IN THE
EDUCATION SECTOR? HERE ARE SOME YOUTUBE CHANNELS THAT YOU
MAY WISH TO SUBSCRIBE TO.

ALPHABLOCKS

THE ALPHABLOCKS are 26 liv-
ing letters who discover that
whenever they hold hands and
make a word, something magical

happens. With adventures, songs
and silliness, it's tons of fun with
words - all built on a firm founda-
tion of key phonics skills.

NDLIndia

THE NATIONAL Digital Library of
India (NDLIndia) is a National Mis-
sion Project commissioned by the
Ministry of Human Resourcestoen-
gage, enable and inspire all learners
across the country irrespective of
age, demographics and ability.
Theinitiative is an open-source
single-window search platform.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://www.youtube.com/
@NDLIndia/featured

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://www.youtube.com/@officialalphablocks

Learn Bright

LEARN BRIGHT is focused on providing educational
videos for kids that are fun and engaging but that also
teach the topic accurately.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://wwwyoutube.com/@LearnBright/videos

Silly School Education

MADE BY teachers, forteachers, Silly School Education
brings learning to life with educational songs, anima-
tions and teaching resources.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://www.youtube.com/
@SillySchoolEducation

May 2023 ® www.gaonconnection.com @ 10



RESOURCE ROOM

Baby Einstein

BORN FROM the belief that the future belongs to the curious, Baby
Einstein helps teachers cultivate curiosity - within their children and
themselves - through experiences of shared discovery and creativity.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT
https://www.youtube.com/@BabyEinstein

Saima Creative (lasses

THE CHANNEL has a repository of
268 videos demonstrating fun teach-
ing methodologies, games and activ-
ities happening in a primary govern-
ment school.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT

https://www.youtube.com/ C Fas h (:O UISe Kl d S

Let, S Re a d Sto r | eS @saimacreativeclasses1366/
videos THISBI'WEEKLY show isall about
LET'SREAD Stories brings to you grade school science. The channel
a collection of bedtime stories looks at Earth, Habitats, Space,
and fairytales for toddlers, pre- Chemical Reactions, Engineer-
school, kindergarten, at home or ing, and much much more! They
inthe classroom. upload a new video every Tuesday
and Thursday.

FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT

https://www.youtube.com/ FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT

@LetsReadStoriesforkids/ https://www.youtube.com/c/

featured crashcoursekids

May 2023 ® www.gaonconnection.com @ 11
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RURAL EDUCATION

A village school that
nurtures future scientists

DIVENDRA SINGH
SIDDHARTHNAGAR, UTTAR PRADESH

A GOVERNMENT primary school at
Hasuri Ausanpur gram panchayat in
Siddharthnagar, Uttar Pradesh has a
space labwith models of rockets and
satellites, a telescope, a drone, mod-
els of several aircraft, a 3D printer
and arobot. Thisis the Vikram Sarab-
hai Space Lab at the school.

Ram Kripa, the principal of the
primary school says the lab has be-
come the talk of the district. Stu-
dents and parents from all over flock
to seethe models of the aircrafts and
rockets made by ISRO, which are dis-
played there. On Fly Day, children fly
10 different kinds of model planes
and the entire village turns up to
watch.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [

The lab has models of rockets and satellites, a telescope, a drone, models of

several aircraft, a 3D printer and a robot.

A rural school’s newspaper

VIRENDRA SINGH
SITAPUR, UTTAR PRADESH

PRINCIPAL YOGENDRA Kumar Pan-
dey is doing all he can to encourage
his students to ask questions, get cu-
rious about science and speak out

against social ills in a fortnightly
newspaper they bring out.

Students of the Purva Madhyamik
Vidyalaya in Jamaitpur village in Si-
tapur publish a fortnightly newspa-
per called Balmitra, which is already
96 issues old. Muskan, a student re-

Balmitra, a
fortnightly
newspaper,
published by

the students of
Purva Madhyamik
Vidyalaya, is now
on its 96th issue.

porter for Balmitra said, “We publish
reports on things that are happen-
ing in our village. We reported about
aliquor store in the village repeated-
ly, and it was closed down,” she said.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I
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RURAL EDUCATION

YUVA has been conducting classes in the five villages to improve the academic performance of the girls. MANOJ CHOUDHARY

Promoting gir

MANOJ CHOUDHARY
EAST SINGHBHUM, JHARKHAND

IT WAS a watershed event for
many young girls in the villages
of tribal-dominated East Singhb-
hum district in Jharkhand, when

a non-profit organisation based in
Jamshedpur, called YUVA (Youth
Unity for Voluntary Action), began
tutorial classes in five villages to en-
sure that Adivasi girls had the op-
portunity to pursue theireducation.
About 236 girls are benefitting from

A haven for children with
special needs in Barmer

At the school, these children are trained in basic skills and abilities that will help
them lead as normal a life as possible. sALIM ATTAR

S education in tribal Jharkhand

these free classes.

Girls in the age group of six to
18 years attend Hindi, English and
Mathematics classes, said Arup Ku-
mar Mandal, the head peer tutor.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE Il

SALIM ATTAR
BARMER, RAJASTHAN

A RURAL school in Balotra, Rajast-
han provides free education and vo-
cational training to children with
special needs to help them become
self-reliant. It combines both educa-
tion, and treatment for the children,
many of whom have cerebral palsy,
are visually or hearing impaired, or
are in the Autism spectrum.

Satyanarayan Chaudhary, found-
er of the school, wants to try and
bridge the yawning chasm between
the hundreds and thousands of chil-
dren and the possibility of a normal
life for them.

Today, the school has 50 children
enrolled in it. Their ages range any-
thingbetween five years and 20 years.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE I
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DEAR DIARY

Puran Lal Chaudhary

NO TEACHER wanted to stay in Barua Behad village
in Bahraich district, Uttar Pradesh, because it offered
no basic amenities. The school had 170 children on
its rolls but only about a dozen showed up to class.
As soon as a teacher was posted there, they sought a
transfer.

I began teaching those 12 students and gradual-
ly got to know the village people were doubtful if I
would remain there. I started interacting with villag-
ers and soon won their trust. The student attendance
increased too.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [

Priti Saxena

I JOINED the upper primary school in Pahremau in
Uttar Pradesh’s Raebareli district and my biggest chal-
lenge was to convince parents to be invested in the
education of their daughters. Today, we have more
girls than boys in school.

Iencouraged my students to apply for scholarship
schemes and many of them were selected. I helped
them whereverIcould by providing thembooks, notes
and extra classes. But they did all the hard work.Iam
so proud that I could make these students feel em-
powered.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

Anurag Chaturvedi

MANY OF my students are first generation learners
and they come to school with a clean slate.

The first thing to do is make them feel they are
in a secure environment and are comfortable with
them. So I sit with them on the floor and both teach
and eat with them. That has deepened the affection
and bondsbetween us,and learning and teaching be-
comes so much easier.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE i

Sanjeev Sharma

AS A teacher at the
Rajmargpur Primary
School in the Atrau-
li block of Aligarh dis-
trict, Uttar Pradesh, I
have taught hundreds
of students.

How often does it
happenthat some mag-
istrate you think you
have never met, comes
up, touches your feet
and saysyoutaught him
many years ago? There
is nothing to equal the

sense of pride and emotionIfeel when that happens.
Itbrings hometherole teachers play in shaping young
people to become useful members of society.

Il READ THE FULL STORY HERE [l

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING STORY/ INCIDENT TO SHARE,
WHATSAPP US AT 95656-11118
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